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THE PENNS AND THE TAXATION OF THEIR ES- 
TATES BY THE PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY. 

(Continued from page 302.) 

At the time this charter was granted many 
dissenters from the established church here, 
and amongst them sundry Quakers, chose to 
settle in Pennsylvania under the benefits and 
advantages of this charter. 

From the time of this charter 1701, [sic] there 
were 18 freemen chosen who were elected as a 
legislative council. These sat with the gov- 
ernor. And there were 36 freemen chosen 
which composed the assembly. These three, 
viz. the governor, council and assembly com- 
posed the legislative body till 1701. But since 
the charter of privileges in 1701 (hereafter men- 
tioned) to this day, their legislature there has 
consisted only of two branches, the governor 
or his . . . lieutenant, and the assembly. And 
although the governor there has a council in 
the province not elected as before, but ap- 
pointed by the governor, yet that council never 
has composed or been a third branch or part of 
the legislature there. 

In which respect the Province of Pennsylva- 
nia is singular and stands distinguished from 
every other of the British Colonies, who have 
established legislatures, in each of which others, 
their legislature consists of three branches — 
Governor — Council — and Assembly. 
May 1700. Mr. Penn, the patentee, being then in Penn- 

sylvania, the assembly there delivered up to 
him in form an instrument, called the Frame of 
Government whereby Mr. Penn had, in 1693, 
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granted to the freemen, planters and adventurers, 
divers liberties, franchises and properties ; and 
Mr. Penn then promised he would restore that 
charter to them again with necessary alterations, 
or, in lieu thereof, give them another better 
adapted to answer the then present circum- 
stances and conditions of the inhabitants. 

Accordingly, by a charter of privileges under 
Mr. Penn's hand and broad seal, for the further 
well being and good goverment of the said 
province and in pursuance of the rights and 
powers granted by the said king Charles' char- 
ter, Mr. Penn did declare, grant and confirm 
unto all the freemen, planters and adventurers 
and other inhabitants in the said province, the 
following liberties, franchises and privileges, 
" so far as in me lieth" to be held, enjoyed and 
kept by the freemen, planters and adventurers 
and other inhabitants of the said province for 
ever. 

The first grant and declaration was, That no 
person who should confess and acknowledge 
one almighty God and profess himself obliged 
to live quietly under the civil government, should 
be molested in person or estate because of his 
conscientious persuasion or practice, nor be 
compelled to frequent or maintain any religious 
worship, place or ministry, contrary to his 
mind ; or to do or suffer any other act or thing 
contrary to their religious persuasions. And 
that all persons who profess to believe in Jesus 
Christ, the Saviour, shall be capable (notwith- 
standing their other persuasions and practices in 
point of conscience and religion) to serve that 
government in any capacity both legislatively 
and executively ; he or they solemnly promising, 
when lawfully required, allegiance to the king 
as sovereign and fidelity to the proprietary and 
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governor and taking the attests, as then estab- 
lished, by a law, made at Newcastle, Anno 1700, 
entitled An Act directing the attest of the 
several officers and ministers, as now amended 
and confirmed in this present Assembly. (Note. 
That act referred to was repealed by the Crown 
afterwards on 7 February, 1705.) 

" 2. For the well governing of this province 
and territories there shall be an assembly yearly 
chosen by the freemen thereof, to consist of 
four persons, out of each county, of most note 
for virtue, wisdom and ability (or of a greater 
number at any time as the governor and as- 
sembly shall agree) upon the 1 st day of October 
forever; and shall sit on the 14th day of the same 
month at Philadelphia, unless the governor and 
council for the time being shall see cause to ap- 
point another place within the said province or 
territories ; which assembly shall have power to 
choose a speaker and other their officers, and 
shall be judges of the qualifications and elec- 
tions of their own members ; sit upon their 
own . . . adjournments ; appoint committees ; 
prepare bills, in order to pass into laws; im- 
peach criminals, and redress grievances, and 
shall have other powers and privileges of an 
assembly according to the rights of the free- 
born subjects of England and as is usual in any 
of the king's . . . plantations in America." 

If a county neglects to choose their repre- 
sentatives or if chosen they don't meet to serve, 
those who are chosen and do meet to have the 
full power of an assembly, if not less than two 
thirds of the whole assembly that ought to 
meet. 

The qualification of electors and elected and 
all other matters and things relating to elections 
of representatives to serve in assembly though 
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not herein particulary expressed shall be and 
remain as by a law of this government made at 
Newcastle, Anno 1700 intitled An Act to astertain 
the number of Members of Assembly and to regulate 
the elections. (Note, That other act also here re- 
ferred to, was afterwards repealed by the Crown 
on 7 Febry 1705.) 

3 d . That the freemen in each respective 
county, at the time and place of meeting for 
electing their representatives to serve in . . . 
assembly, may as often as there shall be occa- 
sion, choose a double number of persons to 
present to the governor for sheriffs and coro- 
ners to serve for 3 years if so long they behave 
themselves well, out of which respective elec- 
tions and presentments the governor shall nomi- 
nate and commissionate one for each of the said 
offices the third day after such presentment, or 
else the first named in such presentment for each 
office as aforesaid shall stand and serve in that 
office for the time before respectively limited. 
And in case of death or default such vacancy 
shall be supplied by the governor to serve to 
the end of the said term. 

" Provided always That if the said freemen 
shall at any time neglect or decline to choose a 
person or persons for either or both the afore- 
said offices, then and in such case, the persons 
that are or shall be in the respective offices of 
sheriffs, or coroners at the time of the election 
shall remain therein until they shall be re- 
moved by another election as aforesaid." 

And that the justices of the respective coun- 
ties shall or may nominate and present to the 
governor three persons to serve for clerk of the 
peace for the said county when there is a va- 
cancy, one of which the governor shall com- 
missionate within ten days after such present- 
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ment, or else the first nominated shall serve in 
the said office during good behaviour. 

8. No act, law or ordinance whatsoever shall 
but with the at any time hereafter be made or done to alter, 
change or diminished the form or effect of this 
charter or of any part or clause therein, con- 
trary to the true intent and meaning thereof, 
without the consent of the governor for the 
time being and six parts of seven of the as- 
sembly met. 

" And lastly, I the said William Penn, Pro- 
prietary and Governor of the Province of Penn- 
sylvania and territories thereunto belonging, for 
myself, my heirs and assigns have solemnly de- 
clared, granted and confirmed and do hereby 
solemnly declare, grant and confirm that neither 
I, my heirs or assigns shall procure or do any 
thing or things whereby the liberties in this 
charter contained and expressed nor any part 
thereof, shall be infringed or broken. And if 
any thing shall be procured or done, by any 
person or persons, contrary to these presents, 
it shall be of no force or effect." 

This foregoing charter on the day of its date 
was distinctly read in the Assembly, and the 
whole and every part thereof being approved of 
and agreed to by them they thankfully received 
the same from their proprietary and governor, 
and the Speaker on behalf and by order of the 
Assembly signed an acknowledgment thereof 
in [the] presence of the proprietary and gov- 
ernor's Council. 

You see by the foregoing extracts from Mr. 
Penn's Charter of Privileges, with how liberal 
a hand and in what terms he granted out, " so 
far as in him lay" powers, authorities and fran- 
chises to the assembly, which are such and so 
great, as are enjoyed by no other assembly 
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whatsoever within the dominions of the King 
of Great Britain. 

From that time to the present without writ, 
precept, proclamation or order upon every 1st of 
October the freeholders meet and elect their 
representatives; and upon the 14th of the same 
month the Assembly meet, choose their Speaker, 
and sit or adjourn from time to time, until the 
next 1st of October when they proceed of them- 
selves to a new annual election. 

An act of assembly was passed in Pennsyl- 
vania entitled, An Act to ascertain the number 
of members of Assembly and to regulate the 
elections, which, for the well governing of the 
province enacts, That there shall be an assembly 
yearly chosen and for that end it shall and may 
be lawful to and for the freemen of the inhab- 
itants of the city of Philadelphia, as also for the 
freemen and inhabitants of the respective coun- 
ties without any writ or summons, to meet on 
the first day of October yearly forever, at the 
most usual place of elections, in the said respec- 
tive counties, that is to say, for the city and 
county of Philadelphia at such a place, &c. and 
then and there choose their representatives or 
delegates to serve them in assembly; which 
shall consist of not less than two for the said 
city and eight persons for each county, or a 
greater number as the governor and assembly 
shall at any time hereafter agree. 

The members so to be shall meet and sit, in 
assembly, on the 14th October yearly forever at 
Philadelphia; unless the governor and council 
for the time being shall appoint another place 
within this province to sit at; but when the 
days of elections or meeting of Assembly shall 
fall on Sunday, such election and meeting shall 
be the day following. 
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Proviso, that no inhabitant shall have right 
of electing or being elected, unless he be a 
natural born subject of England or be natural- 
ized in England or Pennsylvania; and unless 
he be of the age of 21 or upwards and be a 
freeholder in Pennsylvania and have fifty acres 
or more well seated and twelve acres or more 
cleared and improved, or be otherwise worth 
£50. lawful money of Pennsylvania clear estate, 
and have been resident there for two years be- 
fore such eleetion. 

It enacts that the elections shall be free and 
appoints penalties on any elector receiving any 
reward or gift for his vote, and on the candidate 
giving or promising any reward. 

It appoints the sheriff or in his absence his 
deputy or for want of deputation the cor- 
oner or such as he shall appoint or for want of 
appointment any two of the freeholders, (to be 
then nominated by the majority of the free- 
holders present) to be judges of the elections 
and directs the manner of taking the polls and 
requires an affirmation from the inspectors of 
the polls, and another solemn affirmation (if re- 
quired) from each elector. 

And subjects persons making the said affirma- 
tion falsely or suborning any person to take it 
falsely, to the same penalties and forfeitures as 
by the laws and statutes of England are pro- 
vided against persons convicted of wilful and 
corrupt perjury, and subornation of perjury 
respectively. 

The persons officiating as judges of the elec- 
tions are on the first day of the meeting of 
every Assembly to present one part of the in- 
dentures to the governor and the other part to 
the House of Representatives, which shall be 
deemed the return. 



The Penns and the Taxation of their Estates. 427 



The representatives so chosen shall yield their 
attendance and if any person chosen absent 
from the service he shall forfeit any sum not 
exceeding £10. half to the governor and half 
to the prosecutor, unless his excuse shall be 
allowed by the assembly. 

It provides how vacancies shall be filled up 
in case of death, absence or disability of any 
of the members. 

And then it enacts " that the representatives 
so chosen and met shall be the Assembly of 
this province and shall have power to choose a 
Speaker and other their officers, and shall be 
judges of the qualifications and elections of 
their own members, sit upon their own ad- 
journments, appoint committees, prepare bills 
to pass into laws, impeach criminals and redress 
grievances and shall have all other powers and 
privileges of Assembly according to the rights 
of the free born subjects of England and as is 
usual in any of the Queen's plantations in 
America." 

jN"o person who shall be a member shall be 
capable to vote or sit during any debate after 
the Speaker is chosen until he shall make and 
subscribe the there following declaration and 
profession of his Christian belief. 

No person whatsoever that shall be elected a 
member and who shall make and shall be will- 
ing to make and subscribe that declaration shall 
be rejected or denied to sit, debate and act in 
the House of Representatives. 

Proviso not to debar the House from reject- 
ing persons unduly elected or by vote expelled 
or disabled to sit for practice in elections or 
misbehavior in the House. 

Every member shall be allowed six shillings 
per diem, the Speaker ten shillings per diem and 
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each member three pence a mile coming to and 
going from the place where the Assembly is 
held. 

This last foregoing act was laid before the 
crown (along with many others) in 1709, several 
of which acts the Crown then repealed, but this 
particular act was not repealed but was left to 
stand upon Mr. Penn's charter, consequently 
by the Crown's permission it has force there. 

And thus the Crown (as well as Mr. Penn) 
left the assembly in possession of such privi- 
leges as Mr. Penn had given them by his Charter 
of 1701, for this act substantially enacts what 
Mr. Penn granted by his charter. 

An Act of Assembly was passed in Pennsyl- 
vania entitled An Act prescribing the forms of 
declaration of fidelity, adjuration and affirma- 
tion instead of the forms heretofore required in 
such cases. It recites the English statutes con- 
cerning the affirmations allowed instead of oaths 
to the Quakers, and it enacts, that in all cases 
where the quakers shall be required or per- 
mitted to make and subscribe the declaration of 
fidelity in the form prescribed by the statute of 1 
William and Mary or in the form prescribed by 
any law of this province or to make the solemn 
affirmation or declaration in the form prescribed 
by the statute of 7 and 8 William or in the form 
prescribed by the statute of 1 George I. every 
such quaker shall make and subscribe such dec- 
laration of fidelity and shall make such solemn 
declaration or affirmation and shall take the 
effect of such abjuration oath in the respective 
forms of words in this act mentioned, and that 
the affirmation by this act appointed instead of 
the form prescribed by the said act 7 and 8 Wil- 
liam and instead of the form prescribed by the 
law of this province shall be made by Quakers 



The Penns and the Taxation of their Estates. 429 



as occasion may require, whether it be for giving 
evidence or for qualifying the affirmants to serve 
in General Assemblies, or to be justices, officers, 
inquests or jurymen, or for any other matter, 
cause or thing whatsoever wherein oaths are 
or shall be required and the same affirmation 
is hereby enacted and declared to be of the 
same force and as available in law to all in- 
tents and purposes as an oath in all courts of 
justice and other places where by law an oath 
is required. 

And persons convicted of false affirmation 
shall incur the penalties and forfeitures inflicted 
by the laws and statutes of England against wil- 
full and corrupt perjury. 

This act had a clause in it to suspend its 
execution until the King's pleasure should be 
known concerning the same. 

This last mentioned act was laid before the 
Crown and was on 27 March 1725 ratified and 
confirmed by order in council of that date. 1 

There are the whole written authorities and 
foundations for there being any assembly and 
for their having any powers whatever in Penn- 
sylvania. 

The quakers have had and are still like to 
have a large share in that Assembly for al- 
though they are not thought to be above a 5th 
or 6th of the people there, yet as they chiefly 
inhabit the three first settled counties which 
send eight representatives each (the five new 
settled counties, one of them sending but four, 
two others but two each and the two remaining 
but one each) and being so united and con- 
nected by means of their yearly meeting hold- 
ing themselves so steadfastly to the observance 
of the resolutions there made they are able to 
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influence elections and even to thwart govern- 
ment and legislature and they so unanimously 
pursue their purposes (whilst other persons at 
large are by no means cemented into such con- 
nections) that they are likely to continue them- 
selves or such as they can . . . influence in the 
assembly as long as they choose to be there ; 
and having tasted of power they are not very 
likely to give it up of themselves. 

And thus there has of at all times heretofore 
been in Pennsylvania an annual (chiefly Qua- 
kers) assembly spontaneously elected by the 
people and without any writ, proclamation or 
order to call them. But very lately some of the 
Quakers have seceded when chosen and others 
have not stood so that just now the Quakers 
(avowedly such) are not above one third in 
number of the whole Assembly. Nothwith- 
standing which they have by their artifices got 
such persons into the Assembly as they can 
influence. 

Into this Assembly for several years passed 
one Benjamin Franklin, a New England man 
born and bred has been elected; he at first 
served them several years as their clerk but is 
now constantly chosen into their Assembly; he 
is a man of parts and abilities and is a writer 
and printer. His writings show him to be of 
the leveling, republican principles, and this man 
setting himself up for the great champion and 
patron of the Assembly in opposition to govern- 
ment and being more subtle and more able than 
the common run of the Assembly there and 
taking advantage of the common disposition of 
the Quakers to oppose all military service and 
everything relating thereto and forever contend- 
ing most strenuously for the rights and powers 
and privileges of the Assembly right or wrong 
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in opposition to government and governors, is 
become the idol of the people and the leading 
man in the Assembly and has address enough 
to draw them to his purposes. 

The Assembly having had such powers 
granted to them and in such manner as are be- 
fore mentioned have claimed several other very 
great powers indeed also : 

1. They claim to sit the whole year or so 
much and such part of the year and that just 
at such particular times as they adjourn them- 
selves to, — Indeed they commonly sent a mes- 
sage to the Lieutenant Governor that they were 
disposed to adjourn to such a time if he had no 
objection, but when the King by his Secretary of 
State has lately directed the Lieutenant Governor 
to recommend to the Assembly to make effectual 
provision for the public services now in time of 
war and the Lieutenant Governor has pressed 
them to take measures accordingly, they have 
notwithstanding the Lieutenant Governor's de- 
sire that they would continue sitting, left those 
services unprovided for and adjourned them- 
selves over to a distant day, sometimes of several 
months. 1 In the meanwhile during such their 
own adjournments if the Lieutenant Governor 
has received new or further orders from the 
Secretary of State to lay before and recommend 
measures to the Assembly or has received ad- 
vices from Governors or other persons on the 
continent of America of new motions, invasions 
and incursions by the savages or the French, 
the Lieutenant Governor has instantly called 
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1 Votes and messages of 1 2th and 13th April 1754. 

And Votes of 18 May 1754. 

And Votes of 19 October 1754. 

And Votes and message of 10 Jan'y 1755. 

And Votes of 15 May 1755. 
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them together by his writs and they have always 
hitherto met on such his calls though the time 
to which they had adjourned themselves was not 
yet come and in order to avoid unnecessary 
contests, especially now in war time, the Lieu- 
tenant Governor has not in fact prorogued 
any one assembly to any particular day of his 
naming or ever once dissolved an assembly or 
by his writ, order or proclamation ever once 
originally called a new assembly there since the 
said Charter of Privileges, anno 1701, although 
all these last mentioned matters are constantly 
done at pleasure by the governors in the other 
British provinces or colonies in America. 

2. The Assembly have, by public Act of As- 
sembly passed and published at a time when the 
King's enemies were actually invading the prov- 
ince, expressly declared themselves principled 
against bearing arms. 1 

3. The Assembly have been called upon long 
and often on the part of the Crown (wherein 
the proprietors have most earnestly joined and 
concurred) for two very material purposes, viz. 
to raise supplies and also to establish a regular 
militia in Pennsylvania, both very material af- 
fairs and both very disagreeable to an Assembly 
thus composed as being matters which affect 
them in their religious principles. 

As to their mi- As to raising and establishing a militia in any 
" Ua proper manner they absolutely will not do it. 

After many struggles they, on 25 November 
1755, when the country was outragious and 
came down in numbers and brought the man- 
gled bodies of their murdered neighbors and 
laid them at the door of this peaceable Assem- 

1 The act passed by them in November 1755, for the better ordering 
and regulating such as are willing and desirous to be united for military 
purposes within this province, which act the King repealed. 
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bly, did, indeed, vouchsafe to pass an act, which 
they pretended was for the militia but which 
(as they heartily dislike the business) was the 
most absurd and most unconstitutional one that 
ever was invented and was calculated rather to 
prevent than promote the service. In the first 
place it was permissive and not compulsive on 
any one man whatever. They excepted all 
Quakers and all who would call themselves so, 
that they should not serve nor pay; they ex- 
cepted the most useful persons, viz. all under 
twenty-one years of age ; their Act was tempo- 
rary and to continue only for eleven months; 
the militia was never to march above three days 
beyond the inhabited part of the province, nor 
to be kept out in garrison above three weeks, 
let the emergency of the service be whatever it 
might; and to crown all they took the com- 
mand and the officers and power of the militia 
entirely out of the hands of the King and out 
of the hands of the proprietors, who are the 
King's captain-general there and gave the same 
(like true republicans) into the hands of the 
people to choose their officers themselves, for, 
the persons who chose to serve were to form 
themselves into companies and choose their own 
captain and lieutenant and ensign and these 
officers were to choose their colonel, lieuten- 
ant-colonel and major, and no one of these 
officers had any oath or qualification required 
of them. 

That Act upon a very strong Report made 
against it by the Lords of Trade, containing 
such objections to it, as before mentioned the 
King repealed and they have been pressed ever 
since for a proper militia act, but all that could 
be obtained after the utmost struggle was an- 
other act so ineffectual in itself to the purpose 
Vol. xxiii. — 29 
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and so nearly like to that which the King had 
before rejected, that the governor would not 
assent to it. 

And it may with great certainty be said that 
the Assembly there will never pass a regular 
and proper militia bill. 

So much as to one of the two great points. 

As to the other of the great points they af- 
fected to express most extraordinary loyalty and 
readiness to give sums for the King's use and 
resolved on 5 April 1754 (only by 18 against 16) 
that some sum should be given to the King's 
use. But they were to determine what that 
sum should be. Wherefore on [the] 9th of 
same April, they put the questions, viz. 

Shall it be £20.000? No; 25 to 8. 

Shall it be £15.000? No; 23 to 10. 

Shall it be £10.000? No; 22 to 11. 

They resumed the consideration of this ques- 
tion again on the 11th of same April ; 

Shall it be £5000 ? No ; 22 to 10. 

This the Board of Trade fully reported to the 
King in their report of 30 May 1755, that his 
Majesty might see how far the then Quakers' 
actions agreed with their professions. 

And thus their pretenses were disclosed to 
the world. 

It behooved them then to do something so 
they resolved they would give money, but then 
they determined in themselves they would make 
the proprietarys' pay a most unconsionable and 
unjust proportion of that money. 

To that end they prepared a land-tax bill in 
August 1755 to raise £50,000 by a sort of land 
tax for the King's use and oferred it to the then 
Lieutenant-Governor Morris but he (though 
quite uninstructed on any such head, which 
the proprietaries had never imagined or ex- 
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pected) refused to pass it, for they had in the 
most absurd, iniquitous and unjust manner with- 
out the proprietaries' consent or knowledge 
and without any previous application what- 
ever to the proprietaries or their agents sub- 
jected their whole estate there to be rated 
and assessed towards that tax one tenth part of 
its whole capital value by assessors wholly 
chosen by the people at their pleasure, though 
in all former cases (even in war-time) the pro- 
prietaries' estates had always been exempted 
from taxes. 

It is necessary to give a full account here of 
the manner of passing and of the nature of this 
Land tax act offered in August 1755. 

By the usuage of Parliament here, if a Bill is 
proposed which at all affects the King's interest 
the House of Commons will not suffer it to be 
brought in till the King's permission is notified 
to the House. 

If it affects any private persons' interest the 
House of Commons will not pass it till the 
persons interested have given their consents. 

But this great Pennsylvania Assembly in 
which the proprietors are not at all represented 
(for they have no vote in the choice of any one 
of the members) bring in and pass a Bill, new, 
in its nature most unequal and unjust towards 
the proprietors and never so much as ask their 
previous consent or give them any the least 
notice thereof, — nay they go so much further 
that upon the second attempt of this sort, which 
you will come to by and by, they peremtorily 
demand it of the Lieutenant-Grovernor as their 
right, it being a money Bill, that he should pass 
it, without altering a syllable of it. 

By the said act the tax that was laid, was to be 
one shilling in the pound yearly for two years. 
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That tax was to be assessed and levied as in 
and by the former county levy act. 
objection to it. And jt wag i a j(j as « Twelve pence for every 

pound clear value yearly for the space of two 
years." It was not laid upon the yearly value. 
This was intended, as by and by you will see, it 
is proved upon the whole capital value of the 
fee simple of the estate. 

By that Act so tendered the assessors chosen by 
thepeople only at the time of their annual election 
ofmembersweretoassessthattaxaccordingtothe 
former County Levy Act. Now that former Levy 
Act related to the estates of the people only and 
contained regulations (very dark ones) for assess- 
ing the inhabitants' estates but contained no sort 
of regulation for taxing the proprietary estates. 

Now, as the people in general and conse- 
quently the assessors by them annually chosen 
have been by the proceedings of the Assembly 
unjustly influenced by their Representatives 
against the proprietaries, it was most improper 
to trust the proprietaries' estates to the valuation 
of such assessors, chosen by the people. 

More especially as though under the County 
Acts the assessors had not valued the people's 
estates at one tenth part of their value, yet they 
might under this proposed act tax the proprie- 
taries for the utmost full value for their estates 
and ease all others. 

And if they did so the proprietaries were 
remediless for they had no appeal but to the very 
assessors who had power even to increase their 
former assessments upon such appeals. 

The title of this act which was all that was to 
be seen if the Bill did not pass, was short and 
general only to give £50.000, for the King's use, 
but the body of the Bill itself was of the fore- 
going effect. 
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This scheme the Assembly conceived would 
save their credit and save their money too, for 
it was so new and so unequal and unjust upon 
the proprietaries that they might be very sure 
the governor would never pass it and then 
they were to triumph and to spread about " We 
would give the King money but the governor 
would not pass our Bills." 

Accordingly the Assembly did begin to tri- 
umph, they said they were very willing to give 
the King money to defend his empire and to 
oppose his enemies, and had offered Bills, for 
that purpose, but that their unreasonable pro- 
prietaries would not contribute a shilling them- 
selves and their governor would not pass their 
Bills because they had taxed the proprietors as 
well as themselves in the Bills. 

This was most shamefully and falsely said 
and printed in Pennsylvania in order to be (as it 
afterwards was) spread here and to reproach their 
proprietaries, who, though so vilely slandered, 
did not think it right to enter into a paper war, in 
print, with nameless scribblers, in pamphlets and 
newspapers, believing themselves answerable for 
their own and their Lieutenant-Governor's be- 
haviour, to the King only, not to the people. 

But was so grossly false in fact, that their 
proprietaries, had in 1750, when but a bare sus- 
picion began to arise that a future war might 
ensue, sent them over at their own expense, 
fourteen pieces of large cannon. 

Again upon 13th August 1751, the governor 
by the proprietaries' order, in a speech to the 
Assembly made them an offer that the proprie- 
taries would give a sum (which sum was £400) 
towards the building a place of strength near 
the Ohio and would contribute a sum (which 
was £100 per annum) toward the support of it, if 
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the Assembly would join and contribute on the 
part of the province, but the Assembly avoided 
that and which proposal had it been carried into 
execution, might have been a great check upon 
the enemy at the beginning of the war. 

Besides which on 29 July 1755, their Lieu- 
tenant-Governor by a message in writing made 
the Assembly another offer, to give about 
700,000 acres of the proprietaries' land to offi- 
cers and soldiers who would enlist to defend 
the country. And that those persons should 
have the inheritance and fee simple thereof 
without paying any purchase money and with- 
out patent fees and without paying any quit-rent 
whatever for the first ten years, which offer the 
proprietaries afterwards confirmed, and en- 
larged the benefaction further that it should be 
free of all quit-rent for thirty years and after- 
wards should pay but half quit-rent, viz. a far- 
thing per acre. 

And moreover the proprietaries on the 4th of 
October 1755, to show their readiness to assist 
his Majesty as soon as ever they heard of Gen- 
eral Braddoek's defeat, in order to set a good 
example to the Assembly, ordered their agents 
to collect as fast as ever they could the arrears 
of their quit-rents and to pay for his Majesty's 
use £5000, which has been collected and paid. 

These real and solid actions (not bare verbal 
professions only) gave perfect satisfaction to all 
the King's servants, that the proprietaries on 
their part really were in earnest, and the As- 
sembly not, to support the King's interest, 
which made the proprietaries the less anxious 
to vindicate themselves in print to the public. 

And the Assembly became the dupes of their 
own craft and subtlety, and all their pretences 
and artifices were exposed and seen through ; 
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so that at length they were driven to the wall 
and were under a necessity of really giving 
some of their own money to the King's use, 
and they resolved they would raise it by a land 
tax upon their own estates only (excepting the 
proprietaries' estates therefrom expressly, as 
they mention in their Act, on account of their 
said free gift of £5000) and accordingly on the 
27th November 1755 they passed an act for 
raising £55,000, of their own and for applying 
that (and also the proprietaries' £5000) to the 
purposes therein mentioned. 

And since that time they have passed an addi- 
tion to the same Act giving £100,000 more (in 
exactly the same manner) as by the Act of 
Assembly of 23 March 1757. 

4. In raising sums for public purposes by acts 
of Assembly they have heretofore appropriated 
the money to the services which they them- 
selves thought proper to grant them for ; but 
the Assembly have of late reserved to their own 
single vote or to a committee named by them- 
selves in the Bill, the sole application of that 
money to services, which is thought to be as- 
suming to themselves the executive as well as 
legislative power of government and not to 
belong to the Assembly at all or at least 
not to them singly and solely, and the House 
of Commons here has or claims no such privi- 
lege. 

5. When they have by Bill or Act proposed 
to raise a sum, for the public service now in 
time of war (particularly by the second bill 
which they tendered to the governor for taxing 
the proprietaries and themselves to raise a tax 
of £100,000) they have by Remonstrance of 28 
January 1757 peremptorily demanded of the 
Lieutenant Governor as their right, it being a 
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money bill, that he should pass the same exactly 
as they had framed it, without any alteration 
whatever as he would answer to the Crown for 
all the consequences of his refusal at his peril, 
although there are a number of instances in 
every Lieutenant-Governor's time from 1701 to 
the present time of amendments made by the 
Lieutenant-Governors in the several money- 
bills offered by the Assembly and no claim of 
any such right till just this time of distress ; 
possibly they imagined that the very urgent 
necessity of the times would oblige the Lieu- 
tenant Governor to give up to them this new 
demand of theirs, but it did not, for he refused 
to pass it; and then it furnished them again 
with their former pretence " We would give the 
King money, but we cannot for the governor 
won't pass our bills." 

6. They have by Bills or Acts raised large 
sums on account of the present war for public 
services. The usual methods of raising money 
there (in a manner not liable to any doubt or 
dispute) might certainly have answered some 
(if not the whole) of their occasions ; but they 
have chose to do it by Land-tax Acts there, and 
two such Bills the Lieutenant-Governor has re- 
fused to assent to, when offered to him as before 
mentioned. Those Bills as well as the other 
Land-Tax Acts, to tax themselves (which sort 
of Bills have passed) have been very different 
from Land- Tax Acts which are passed in Great- 
Britain. In the first place instead of laying the 
tax upon the annual pound value, they have laid 
it upon the gross value or fee simple of the 
lands. Secondly, they have laid the tax not for 
one single year, but for two years or for four 
years by the self same Act, Thirdly, to raise a 
sum of fifty or an hundred thousand pounds 
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they have laid a tax of two shillings in the 
pound upon the gross value of the inheritance 
which is more than the whole annual ... in- 
come of the estate and if truly and fully assessed 
upon all estates must have raised very greatly 
beyond the sum enacted to be raised. 4thly. 
As so large a rate is laid to raise a sum which 
is proportionably small, it admits of great fraud 
in the assessors in taxing some to the full and 
others to a very trifle ; and those who shall be 
ever so unequally taxed, notwithstanding the 
inequality and injustice, cannot complain unless 
they should be taxed higher than the rate which 
the law has enacted. 5thly. They have taxed 
unimproved land (which . . . usually produces 
nothing of yearly value) and have enacted not 
a distress only on matters distrainable or that 
the landlord's tax shall generally be paid by the 
tenant and occupier, when there is any, and de- 
ducted out of his rent when he pays his land- 
lord, but to sell the land or house to raise the 
tax. 6thly. They proposed, but that is not yet 
enacted (having been refused by the governor) 
that all the estate and even the quit-rents pay- 
able to the proprietaries in the province shall be 
taxed though never before taxed since the prov- 
ince was erected. 7thly. The assessors who are 
to assess or set a value upon these estates in 
order to apportion the tax are all annually 
chosen by the people only and none by the pro- 
prietaries. 8thly. Many of the directions touch- 
ing the mode of assessing and raising county 
levies for small ordinary purposes which were 
contained in several former county levy acts of 
Assembly are by reference only to those acts, 
some of which acts are expired, others altered 
and out of print, directed to be observed as the 
modes of assessing and raising these great ex- 
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traordinary taxes, so that the methods are dark, 
obscure and unknown and it is extremely diffi- 
cult to find out what they are and to show the 
unfitness and impropriety of them ; all these 
matters are thought to be not consonant to rea- 
son nor agreeable to the laws and usages of the 
mother country but irregular, unequal and un- 
just and therefore illegal. 

Several disputes about and relating to these 
matters or some of them have risen and been 
carried on with great heat between the As- 
sembly and the several successive Lieutenant 
Governors of Pennsylvania as certainly and 
constantly as ever the Lieutenant Governors 
called upon them by the King's or by the pro- 
prietaries' orders to raise either men or money 
for the King's service or to establish a militia 
for the defence of the province from the year 
1740 down to the year 1756 and seeing that the 
Assembly set up claims in the foregoing in- 
stances and in many to almost the whole execu- 
tive powers of government and would not only 
tax the proprietaries' estates but that in such a 
manner also as that their own assessors may lay 
a most unjust and heavy burthen upon the pro- 
prietaries and ease themselves, and the proprie- 
taries being appointing a new . . . Lieutenant 
Governor, Colonel Denny, they framed and gave 
to himsomenewinstructionssuch as they thought 
lawful and prudent with respect to those meas- 
ures especially in relation to his passing Money 
Bills and Land-Tax Bills and issuing paper 
currency and they have, as they always did from 
his predecessors, taken from him a bond in 
£5000 penalty for observance of his instruc- 
tions, copies of his commission and new par- 
ticular instructions will be hereafter inserted, 
and in order to avoid fruitless and mischievious 
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and endless contests there (where there is no 
person to decide between them) they directed 
him to make no secret but to communicate 
those instructions to the Assembly whenever 
necessary and to acquaint them that those 
were his instructions which he was bound to 
observe and that he could not pass acts contrary 
to those instructions. This was intended to 
avoid eternal contests there were there was no 
judge to determine between them and that the 
Assembly might, if they thought themselves 
aggrieved represent to the Crown who could 
determine and put an end to all such disputes 
and questions. 

It may be necessary in this place to give some 
account of the nature and kind of the several 
estates which the proprietaries have in Penn- 
sylvania : 

When the charter was first granted, Mr. Penn 
to invite the first settlers (many of which were 
Quakers) granted away in fee simple to such his 
first settlers quantities of land to be afterwards 
taken up in the province for the low purchase 
money of forty shillings the 100 acres and those 
early grants contained reservations of one Eng- 
lish shilling quit-rent for each hundred acres, 
payable yearly forever to the proprietary. 

Now that the province is better settled the 
purchase money is fixed at about £10. Stlg. for 
the inheritance of each hundred acres and the 
reservation of one half penny per acre quit- 
rent payable to the proprietaries forever and 
any man may go and pick out and parcel of 
land purchased of the Indians and not surveyed 
just where he likes and may take up and have a 
grant in fee for any moderate quantity thereof 
that he chooses. 

(To be continued.) 
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